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dition, unmistakable, undeniable: the three classical centuries,
those of Pericles, Augustus, Louis XIV. They offer a well-or-
dered picture, they have organic unity. The thirteenth century,
the Italian Renaissance, the realistic synthesis in the second half
of the nineteenth century, present the same character of inte-
gration.

But these periods are few and brief: the long intervals are
"times out of joint." This is because any synthesis, deeming it-
self eternal, is in fact artificial and precarious, and begins crum-
bling in the very moment of victory. A Golden Age is followed
by a Silver Age; then a generation of Epigoni or imitators.;
possibly the dilettanti and the elegant anarchists. Against empty
forms a protest is growing: at first sheer rebellion, with melan-
choly or despair; then the pioneering of a new synthesis, which,
when victorious, will believe itself final.

This schematic process is modified of course by innumerable
causes. The two most important are the influence of command-
ing geniuses, which retards the dissolution of their ideal; and
that of great events in the non-literary field, such as reforma-
tions, revolutions and wars.